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This matter came before the Court on an evidentiary hearing occurring October|20,.2011
to consider the Guardian’s Final Report/Accounting, Petition for Attorney Fees, and Peti to
Close Guardianship filed on May 17, 2011 (“Final Accounting”) and the Objection to Guar‘ﬁan S
Final, Rétpert/Accounting, Petition for Attorney Fees, and Petition to Close Guardianship filed on
June 7%11 (“Objection™).
ﬁeh inarily, the Court reviews prior orders: At the hearing held on Junm
agair] fRough the written Order dated June 28, 2011, this Court ordered Stuart ﬁevaﬁ (thg &
“ijd)an”) to obtain a surety bond_in the amount of $50,000 upon certain ternts ﬁd con@BmI{S_, 5 ,"r:*

AT
Rl

“the¢ Bepd™) and the Court ordered the parties to conduct discovery for sixty (60) @ys = "?.: < 2y
Mt the hearing on-August 23,201 1%and again through the written Order asted :OcteBer 4’ - C: =

2011, this Court 1) found ‘the: Guardian;, Stuart Sevald; in contempt for failing to Qomp%m

discovery previously ordered by the-Court;.2) GRANTED: StevensSevald’s otion to C‘o&npel

and ordered Stuart to provide full and complete responses no later than 5:00 p. ay,

{

‘,

l}%

September 6, 2011 to Steven S. Sevald’s First Set of Interrogatories to the Guardian Stuart M.
Sevald and Steven S. Sevald’s First Set of Requests for the Production of Documents to the
Guardian Stuart M. Sevald, all via delivery directly to the Law Office of Jonathan D. Petersen,
608 165™ Street, Suite 201, Hammond, IN 46324; and 3) set this matter for hearing as indicated
above on O 20, 2011 (hereinafter the “August 23, 2011 Order”).

S? tion for Continuance was also addressed, which was filed by fax on

Ogu&ber 124%‘12 4and co for Steven Sevald having filed their Objections; the Court now

dmﬁ%' Styzn M. Ya10°s Motion for Continuance, but ORDERS that Stuart M. Sevald E\“ED
part1c1pate44[wlf, % on October 20, 2011°by telephone. E
033965

0/7 (A0
At the Hearing on October 20 2011:
Agpe g: Stuart M. Sevald, pro se, G %Pﬂ%%rﬁgﬁﬁﬁ%{, }S{L%rj‘?é?DFevﬂW
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Co-Guardian of the Person of Ronald L. Sevald (“Stuart”) and, Jonathan D. Petersen and
Pamela Cleary attorneys for Steven S. Sevald, Co-Guardian of the Person of Ronald L. Sevald,

Adult.
No Court Reporter was present since no written request having been made pursuant to

L.R.45-P.R.00 Rule 47.

Evidence was admitted and testimony was taken of Steven Sevald (“Steven”), Farhad
Radfar, and Stuart M. Sevald.

The Court makes the following FINDINGS OF FACT:

1) Ronald L. Sevald suffered from dementia and was incapacitated during the time
period starting no later than June 2, 2010 until his death on February 4, 2011.

2) Stuart M. Sevald is a resident of Nevada.

3) Stuart invoked the jurisdiction of this Court on June 15, 2010 to establish a
guardianship over the person of his father Ronald L. Sevald and the estate of Ronald L. Sevald.

4) Stuart Sevald is a party to this matter and the Court possesses jurisdiction over
him and the property of the estate of Ronald L Sevald.

5) Steven Sevald is\the son of Ronald:L. Sevald and has lived in Lake County,
Indiana for most of his lifgand presently. lives.in Lake County, Indiana.

6) Stuart M. Sevald/was/the guatdian overthe estate-of Ronhald L. Sevald.

7 Stuart M. Sevald and Steven Sevald were the co-guardians over the person of

Ronald L. Sevald.
8) Stuart failed to obtain the Bond as ordered by the Court.
9) The Estate of Ronald L. Sevald (“the Estate”) consists of no less than the
following property:
a) Real property commonly known as 435 Old Stone Road, Munster, IN
46321 and legally described as follows:

Residential Apartment Unit B-6 and Garage Unit 12-X, Stone Ridge
Condominium, a Horizontal Property Regime, as recorded in Document
Nos 473672 and 473673, under the date of June 14, 1978, and
Amendments of Declaration recorded as Document No. 606685, under the
date of November 12, 1980 and as Document No. 729484, under the date
of October 14, 1983, and as amended by Amendment of Declaration
recorded September 20, 1985, as Document No. 821014, in the Recorder's
Office of Lake County, Indiana, and the undivided interest in the common
elements appertaining thereto.
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b)
c)

d)

Property Number: 45-06-24-451-0141.000-027
(“the Condominium”);

A 1999 Buick LeSabre (“the Car”);

Sixty four (64) works of art comprising fine art, art frames, statues and
rare musical instruments (“the Artwork™) ; and,

Other money and assets described in the Final Accounting with a value no

less than $2,193.67.

10)  Although the Condominium is presently titled in the name of Stuart M. Sevald,

the Condominium is actually property of the Estate.

a)

b)

d)

e)

g2)

The Condominium was purchased by Ronald L. Sevald in November 2002
for cash.

During this same time frame, Steven had purchased a restaurant business
known as Mc@ees located on Rimbach Street in Hammond, Indiana
(“McGees™):

McGees failed” and exposed" Steven ‘to’ potential and actual judgments
against tim personally:= =~ *°*

Pursuant to the Ronald L. Sevald Revocable Trust of November 20, 2000
then in existence, Steven thought and believed that he was the successor
trustee of that trust and that the assets of his father, Ronald L. Sevald
would be exposed to, or attached, to satisfy the creditors of McGees.
Consequently, Steven suggested to his father and Stuart that the
Condominium be placed in Stuait’s name as trustee for safekeeping.

Stuart paid no consideration for the conveyance of the Condominium.
Starting in 2005 and after Steven’s bankruptcy, Steven asked Stuart to
convey the Condominium back to their father, Ronald L. Sevald, or the
trust; Steven made multiple requests to Stuart that were all ignored by
Stuart.

11)  The Car is valued in an amount no less than five thousand one hundred twelve

dollars ($5,112), but Stuart failed to account for the Car.
12)  With respect to the Artwork:
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14)

g

a)

b)

Stuart obtained independent valuations of the artwork, but concealed the
values.

Any ambiguities that exist with respect to the values for sold or remaining
Artwork were created by Stuart as a result of his refusal to cooperate in
discovery and his refusal to obey orders of this Court.

Stuart sold various pieces of the Artwork.

Stuart removed the remaining Artwork from Indiana.

Farhad Radfar is an expert witness qualified to testify as to the valuation
of fine art, art frames, statues and rare musical instruments and his expert
testimony would and did assist the Court to understand the evidence.

The sales prices for the pieces of Artwork that were sold do not reflect the
fair market value for items of that provenance. For example, Exhibit #1,
Violin 1n the Style of Carlo Antonio Toncni should have sold for an
amount in excess of one million dollars ($1,000,000) but was reported to
have sold for five hundred dollars ($500).

The remaining Artwork possessés a value no less than nine hundred

_ thousand dollars ($900,000).
Stuart has had benefit of counsebin this matter:

Attorney Michael Miller represented Stuart M. Sevald from the creation of
the guardianship on June 15, 2010 until April 14,2011.

Attorney Carla Pyle represented Stuart M. Sevald from April 14, 2011
until September 29, 2011.

Stuart disobeyed the August 23, 2011 Order and failed to provide full and
complete responses no later than 5:00 p.m on Tuesday, September 6, 2011 to Steven S. Sevald’s
First Set of Interrogatories to the Guardian Stuart M. Sevald and Steven S. Sevald’s First Set of

Requests for the Production of Documents to the Guardian Stuart M. Sevald, all via delivery
directly to the Law Office of Jonathan D. Petersen, 608 165" Street, Suite 201, Hammond, IN

46324,
15)

Stuart Sevald, in his capacity as Guardian for the estate of Ronald L. Sevald was a

trustee for the property of the Estate and he had fiduciary duties as defined under IC 29-3-8 et.

seq. and other applicable law.
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16)  Stuart greatly misrepres:ented to the Court the value and extent of the property of

the Estate. ;

17)  Stuart co-mingled propc;,rty of the Estate with his personal property.

18)  Stuart failed to account for property of the Estate entrusted to him, including and
not limited to, the Condominium, the ¢m, and the Artwork.

19)  Stuart misappropriated and defalcated property of the Estate.

20) Based upon FINDING‘ No. 9(d) “Money and assets in the Final Accounting of
$2,193.67, FINDING No. 11 “valued of the 1999 LeSabre $5,112, and FINDING No. 12(g)
“remaining Artwork $900,000, a mbney judgment should be entered in the total sum of
$907,305.67 against Stuart M. Sevald in favor of the Estate of Ronald L. Sevald which said

money judgment results form Stuart’s misappropriation and defalcation of the assets of the

Estate.

IT IS ORDERED AS FOLLOWS:

A) Stuart M. Sevald is ren;oved as Guardian of the Estate of Ronald L. Sevald.

B) Steven Sevald is appointed Guardian of the Estate of Ronald L. Sevald subject to
filing his OATH as suecessot Guardian of the Estate of Ronald L. Sevald.

83 Pursuant to IC 29-3-7-1, Steven’ Sevald as‘Guardian of the Estate of Ronald L.
Sevald is relieved from complying with LOCAL RULES OF PROCEDURE
APPLICABLE TO GUARDIANSHIPS: L.R.45-P.R.00 Rules 56, 66, 69 and
FORM E. CERTIFICATE OF ACCOUNT RESTRICTION.

D) A money judgment is entered in amount of $907,305.67 against Stuart M. Sevald
in favor of the Estate of Ronald L. Sevald.

E) Linda Prince, secretary with the Law' Office of Jonathan Petersen, is appointed a
commissioner of the Court and ordered to execute a deed for the property
commonly described 435 Old Stone Road, Unit 6, Munster, IN 46321 to Steven
Sevald as Guardian of the Estate of Ronald L. Sevald attached herewith as Exhibit
“p »

F) Steven Sevald as Guardian of Estate of Ronald L. Sevald is ordered to liquidate
the Condominium by commercially practicable means.

G) Upon liquidation of the Condominium, Steven Sevald shall file a final accounting.

Page 5 of 6




e ek f e ke gt b R

H)

D

)

The Law Office of Jonathan Petersen may submit a petition for fees reimbursable
by the Estate for work incurred identifying assets belonging to the estate and other
services at the time Steven Sevald files his final accounting.

Stuart Sevald is found in continuing contempt of this Court and ordered to pay, in
addition to other relief already ordered, such attorney fees to the attorneys for
Steven Sevald as may be shown by a subsequent hearing as requested by Steven.
The Court expressly determines under Trial Rule 54(B) or Trial Rule 54(C) that
there is no just reason for delay, and in writing expressly directs entry of

judgment under Trial Rule 54(B) as to fewer than all the claims or parties.

SO ORDERED this_ /25 day of7[a?~ 2012~
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CERTIFICATION OF CLERK
As lega! custodian | hareby certify theg ihe above
and fcregoing is a copy denved from microfitm
records filned and maintained by this office.
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t T Clerk of th Lake?ij,.\iianaSupe
‘B,C}szla, A 50 1)

l — Deputy Clerk

sea} of thea court s
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